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(54) Densitometer using microwaves 

(57) A densitometer using microwaves, which 
measures the density value of a to-be-measured sub- 
stance in a to-be-measured liquid on the basis of a 
reception signal obtained by transmitting/receiving a 
microwave in/from the to-be-measured liquid by appli- 
cators, includes a clock source (1) for generating a ref- 
erence signal as a phase reference, an oscillator (3) 
formed from a PLL circuit for generating a microwave 
having a frequency f in synchronism with the reference 
signal from the clock source (1), an oscillator (11) 
formed from a PLL circuit for generating a microwave 


having a frequency f+Af in synchronism with the refer- 
ence signal from the clock source (1), a mixer (14) for 
mixing the microwave from the oscillator (3), i.e., a 
reception signal having the frequency f measured 
through the to-be-measured liquid with the microwave 
having the frequency f+Af from the oscillator (11), and a 
phase difference measuring section (18) for comparing 
the phase of the output mixed by the mixer (14) with that 
of the reference signal from the clock source (1) to 
measure the phase difference. 
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Description 


[0001] The present invention relates to a densitometer for measuring the density value of a to-be-measured sub- 
stance such as a solid or suspension matter in a to-be-measured liquid using microwaves. 
5 [0002] A densitometer using microwaves measures density by measuring the phase delay of microwaves on the basis 
of the fact that the microwaves have a phase delay almost proportional to the density value of a to-be-measured sub- 
stance in a to-be-measured liquid as a medium. 

[0003] A densitometer of this type using microwaves comprises transmission and reception applicators 62 and 64 
arranged in a tube 63 as microwave antennas, a microwave circuit 79 as an electronic circuit, and a calculating section 
10 81 , as shown in FIG. 1 A. An oscillator 55 generates microwave signals 56 and 57 having a frequency f. The microwave 
signal 56 is amplified by an amplifier 58. When switches 59 and 60 are in the states shown in FIG. 1 A, a transmission 
signal 61 is sent to the transmission applicator 62 in the tube 63 and then into the tube 63 in which a liquid 63A to be 
measured is passed. The signal is received by the reception applicator 64 which is set in the tube 63 to oppose the 
transmission applicator 62. 

75 [0004] A reference oscillator 65 generates reference signals 66 and 67 having a frequency f+Af slightly different from 
the frequency f of the microwave signals 56 and 57 from the oscillator 55. The microwave signal 57 and reference signal 
66 are mixed by a mixer 68 to obtain a reference-side heterodyne output 69 as a difference frequency Af . The output 69 
is converted into a reference-side digital signal 8REF 71 through a low-pass filter 69A and a comparator 70 whose 
threshold value is 0V, and sent to a phase difference measuring section 72. 

20 [0005] A reception signal 73 received by the reception applicator 64 is amplified by an amplifier 74. The amplified 
reception signal 73 and the reference signal 67 are mixed by a mixer 75 to obtain a measurement-side heterodyne out- 
put 76 as a difference frequency Af. The output 76 is supplied to a comparator 77 via a low-pass filter 76A, converted 
into a measurement-side digital signal 6FB 78, and sent to the phase difference measuring section 72. 
[0006] The phase difference measuring section 72 obtains a phase difference 0>V between the two digital outputs 

25 0REF 71 and GFB 78. As shown in FIG. 1 B, the difference between the leading edges of the signals 0REF and 0FB is 
obtained as the phase difference oV. 

[0007] In the microwave circuit 79 indicated by the dotted line, the phase changes due to, e.g., a change in tempera- 
ture in the circuit to generate an error. To compensate for the error, the switches 59 and 60 are connected to the sides 
opposite to those in FIG. 1 A to measure a phase difference 4>R through a fixed reference 80, and the phase difference 
30 a>R is subtracted from the phase difference 0>V. 

[0008] The fixed reference 80 uses an attenuator to drop the signal level of the microwave to the same level as that 

of the signal received by the applicator 64. 

[0009] A phase difference <l> is given by o = 0>V - OR . 

[0010] When data (calibration curve data) associated with the reference density is obtained in advance, a calculating 
35 section 81 can calculate, on the basis of the data, the density value of the to-be-measured substance in the to-be-meas- 
ured liquid 63A from the obtained phase difference <l>. 

[0011] Let D be the density value. The relationship between the density value D and the phase difference is essen- 
tially described by linear equation (1). Values a and b can be determined by measuring phase differences while chang- 
ing the density value and performing regression analysis. 


[0012] In water as a conductive fluid to be measured, the following relationship holds between the attenuation and 
phase delay of a microwave, and a conductivity a. permittivity, and temperature t of the fluid to be measured: 
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where a is the conductivity of the fluid to be measured, and er f and er" are respectively the real part and imaginary part 
of the complex relative permittivity of the fluid to be measured. 
10 [0013] As is well known, when the density of sludge or pulp as a substance to be measured changes, the effective 
permittivity changes accordingly. Especially, the permittivity real portion and the density value have high correlation. 
[0014] When 
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in equations (2) and (3), the permittivity imaginary portion is small. When the conductivity is also low, we obtain 

20 

a = ^|(a + ©e 0 e" r ) (4) 


25 

00 


30 [001 5] The attenuation amount and phase delay are obtained from a and p obtained on the basis of equations (4) and 
(5). Let P0 be the transmission power, and P be the microwave power traveling in the z direction. Then, 

P = POexp (-2az) (6) 

35 The attenuation amount is 20az/ln10 dB. 
[0016] The phase delay is pz rad. 

[001 7] In the above-described scheme, the density value is obtained by obtaining the phase delay. As shown in equa- 
tion (5), er' is in proportion to p in the small change range of er*. For this reason, the density value is obtained from pz. 
Since a has lower correlation than p, a is not directly used for density measurement. 
ao [0018] The above-described conventional densitometer using microwaves has the following problems. 

(a) When the temperature or conductivity of the liquid to be measured changes, the amount of attenuation of a 
microwave due to the liquid to be measured greatly changes. When the microwave attenuates to decrease the 
amplitude of the measurement-side heterodyne output 76, the switching time for phase difference measurement 

45 changes due to the influence of noise or drift in digitizing the reception signal with the comparator 77, resulting in 
a measurement error. 

(b) Due to the same reason as in (a), when power of the reception signal 73 changes, the phase changes due to 
the non-linearity of the electronic circuit, resulting in a measurement error. 

(c) The influence of temperature drift in the electronic circuit is compensated for by the fixed reference attenuator. 
so When the signal level of the measurement-side heterodyne output 76 changes, the influence of temperature 

changes and therefore cannot be completely compensated for. 

(d) The density value is obtained on the basis of a change in phase. For this reason, when the phase of the recep- 
tion signal 73 exceeds 360° , the density value cannot be accurately obtained. 

More specifically, when the tube diameter is large, or the substance to be measured has a high density, the 
55 phase changes by 360° or more, and the density value cannot be uniquely determined from the change in phase. 
In continuous measurement, the number of cycles can be estimated from previous/next measurements, as dis- 
closed in, e.g., Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 8-82606. However, when the tube empties and is filled with 
the liquid to be measured again, no accurate density value can be measured. 
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(e) The microwave is received through portions other than the liquid to be measured because of runaround or 
induction from the wiring pattern of the circuit, resulting in a measurement error. 

(0 When bubbles are present in the liquid to be measured, the microwave traveling path becomes long, or the 
microwave is reflected and received through a plurality of paths, resulting in a measurement error. 

5 (g) When the temperature or conductivity of the liquid to be measured changes, the phase of the microwave 

changes to generate an error. To prevent this, the temperature or conductivity need be measured and corrected. A 
method of measuring conductivity has been proposed, as disclosed in Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 9- 
43181. However, a conductivity sensor is readily contaminated. This decreases the measurement accuracy or 
poses a problem of maintenance. Hence, this method can hardly be put into practical use. 

10 (h) The microwave circuit is expensive and increases the cost of the device itself. 

[0019] It is an object of the present invention to provide a densitometer using microwaves, which can solve at least 
one of the above-described problems and accurately obtain the density value of a to-be-measured substance in a liquid 
to be measured. 

15 [0020] The above object is achieved by a densitometer using microwaves, comprising 

applicators set in a tube for flowing a to-be-measured liquid containing a to-be-measured substance, the applica- 
tors transmitting/receiving a microwave in/from the to-be-measured liquid, 

a microwave circuit section for generating a microwave having a predetermined frequency and to be transmit- 
20 ted/received by the applicators and measuring a phase difference between the microwave that has passed through 
the to-be-measured liquid and a microwave that has not passed through the to-be-measured liquid, and 
a calculating section for calculating a density value of the to-be-measured substance in the to-be-measured liquid 
on the basis of the phase difference from the microwave circuit section, 
the microwave circuit section comprising 
25 measurement microwave generating means for generating a measurement microwave to be transmitted to a to-be- 
measured fluid flowing through a measurement tube, 

reference microwave generating means for generating a reference microwave having a frequency different from 
that of the measurement microwave, 

microwave mixing means for mixing a reception signal obtained by receiving the measurement microwave trans- 
30 mitted to the to-be-measured fluid with the reference microwave, 

phase reference signal generating means for generating a phase reference signal, and 

phase difference measuring means for comparing a phase of an output from the microwave mixing means with that 
of the phase reference signal from the phase reference signal generating means to measure a phase difference. 

35 [0021] This summary of the invention does not necessarily describe ail necessary features so that the invention may 
also be a sub-combination of these described features. 

[0022] The invention can be more fully under stood from the following detailed description when taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

40 FIGS. 1 A and 1 B are a block diagram and a timing chart, respectively, showing a conventional densitometer using 
microwaves; 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a densitometer using microwaves according to the first embodiment of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the main part of a phase difference measuring section in a modification of the 
45 densitometer according to the first embodiment; 

FIGS. 4A to 4C are timing charts for explaining the principle of phase difference measurement in the modification; 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the second embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the third embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 7A to 7C are views for explaining the principle of phase difference measurement using two microwaves with 
so a phase difference of 90° in the densitometer of the third embodiment; 

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention; 

FIGS. 9A to 9D are views showing examples of the applicator of the densitometer according to the fourth embodi- 
ment; 

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the fifth embodiment of the present invention; 
55 FIG. 1 1 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention; and 
FIG. 1 2 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the seventh embodiment of the present invention. 
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(First Embodiment) 

[0023] FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing a densitometer using microwaves according to the first embodiment. Refer- 
ring to FIG. 2, a microwave circuit 100 has a clock source 1 . The clock source 1 generates a reference signal OREF 2 
s as a phase reference signal having a frequency lower than the microwave band. An oscillator 3 for generating a meas- 
urement microwave includes a PLL circuit (Phase-Locked Loop circuit). The oscillator 3 generates microwaves having 
different frequencies f 1 and f2 in synchronism with the reference signal from the clock source 1 by using the low-fre- 
quency reference signal from the clock source 1 as a sync signal for the PLL circuit. 

[0024] One of the microwaves from the oscillator 3 is amplified by an amplifier 4. When switches 5 and 6 are in the 
10 states shown in FIG. 2, the microwave is transmitted from a transmission applicator 7 to a liquid to be measured in a 
tube 8, received by a reception applicator 9, and amplified by an amplifier 10 to obtain a reception signal 12. An oscil- 
lator 1 1 for generating a reference microwave includes a PLL circuit, like the oscillator 3. The oscillator 1 1 generates, 
as reference signals 1 3, microwaves having frequencies f 1+Af and f2+Af which are different from the frequencies f 1 and 
f2 from the oscillator 3 by Af and synchronous with the reference signal from the clock source 1 by using the low-fre- 
15 quency reference signal from the clock source 1 as a sync signal for the PLL circuit. A mixer 14 mixes the reception 
signal 1 2 with the reference signal 1 3 to obtain a heterodyne output 1 5 having the frequency Af . This heterodyne output 
15 is passed through a low-pass filter 15A to attenuate unwanted high-frequency components and amplify the fre- 
quency Af component. A comparator 16 receives the heterodyne output 15 and outputs a measurement digital signal 
8FB 1 7. A phase difference measuring section 18 compares the measurement digital signal 1 7 with the reference signal 
20 2 from the clock source 1 and outputs a phase difference 0>. A calculating section 19 calculates the density value of the 
to-be-measured liquid on the basis of the phase difference <t> from the phase difference measuring section 1 8 and out- 
puts the density value. 

[0025] In the densitometer of the first embodiment having the above arrangement, the clock source 1 generates the 
reference signal 2 as a phase reference, two microwaves are generated in synchronism with the reference signal 2, the 
25 reception signal 12 measured using the microwave is mixed with the microwave 13, and the phase of the mixed signal 
is compared with that of the reference signal 2 from the clock source 1 . With this arrangement, the number of mixers as 
microwave mixing means can be decreased to one, unlike the prior art shown in FIG. 1 wherein two mixers are required. 
[0026] Since an expensive microwave element can be omitted, and the comparator after mixing can also be omitted, 
a simple and reliable circuit can be realized at low cost. This is because the two microwave oscillators 3 and 1 1 are con- 
so trolled by the PLL circuits to completely synchronize with the clock source 1 with a frequency lower than the microwave 
band, and the frequency of the signal from the clock source 1 can be used as a reference frequency. 
[0027] The reference signal OREF 2 used for phase difference measurement is used to obtain a relative value to the 
measurement digital signal 0FB 17. The absolute value of the reference signal OREF 2 is obtained from the relative 
value between the reference signal OREF 2 and measurement digital signal 6FB 17, which is obtained from a fixed ref- 
35 erence 20. The absolute value is compared with calibration curve data prepared in advance, thereby calculating the 
density value of the to-be-measured substance in the liquid to be measured. 

[0028] As described above, in the densitometer of the first embodiment, the low-frequency reference signal 2 is gen- 
erated by the clock source 1 as a phase reference. In synchronism with the low-frequency reference signal 2, two micro- 
waves are generated under the PLL control. One microwave is passed through the to-be-measured liquid to obtain the 
40 reception signal. The reception signal is mixed with the other microwave. The phase of the mixed signal is compared 
with that of the reference signal 2 from the clock source 1. With this arrangement, a simple and reliable circuit can be 
realized at low cost. 

(First Modification of First Embodiment) 


[0029] The densitometer of this modification has, as a phase difference measuring section 1 8', a center phase calcu- 
lating section 18A for calculating a phase difference at the substantial center position of the phase difference, as shown 
in FIG. 3. The center phase calculating section 18A comprises a center detecting circuit 18A1 and calculating circuit 
18A2. 

so [0030] FIGS. 4A to 4C are timing charts for explaining the operation of the center phase calculating section 18A 
shown in FIG. 3, in which OREF represents the reference signal 2 and GFB represents the measurement digital signal 
17. In the above-described conventional scheme, a difference a>1 between the signal leading edges is obtained. In the 
modification shown in FIG. 4A, the average value of the differences d>1 and d>2 is obtained. More specifically, the center 
detecting circuit 18A1 detects the difference 01 between the leading edge of the reference signal OREF and the leading 

55 edge of the measurement digital signal GFB and the difference <D2 between the leading edge of the reference signal 
OREF and the trailing edge of the measurement digital signal OFB. The calculating circuit 1 8A2 calculates the average 
value <J> = (01 + 0>2)/2 from the differences 0>1 and <P2 detected by the center detecting circuit 18A1 . 
[0031] The center detecting circuit 18A1 has the following advantage. As shown in FIGS. 4B and 4C, when the ratio 
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between "0" and "1" of the measurement digital signal OFB varies because of the DC component of the heterodyne out- 
put 15, drift, or the threshold value of the comparator 16 being not strictly OV, an error occurs in the above-described 
conventional scheme. However, when the center scheme of this modification is employed, the density value can be 
accurately measured without any errors. This scheme is particularly effective when the microwave greatly attenuates 

5 and the amplitude of the heterodyne output 1 5 becomes small. 

[0032] As described above, the densitometer of this modification measures the phase difference at the center posi- 
tion. This makes it possible to accurately measure the density value without any measurement errors. 
[0033] This example has been explained as a modification of the first embodiment. However, this example is not lim- 
ited to this and can also be applied to the phase difference measuring section of the above-described prior art shown 

10 in FIG. 1A. 

(Second Modification of First Embodiment) 

[0034] In this modification, as shown in FIG. 2, the oscillator 3 generates microwaves with the frequencies f 1 and f2, 
is and the reference oscillator 1 1 generates microwaves with the frequencies f 1 +Af and f2+Af . The phase difference meas- 
uring section 1 8 measures the phase difference on the basis of the plurality of microwaves having the same frequency 
difference. A phase difference of 360° or more is measured by switching these microwaves. 

[0035] In this modification, a plurality of microwaves having the same frequency difference are generated and 
switched to measure a phase difference of 360° or more. Even when the phase changes beyond 360° , an accurate 

20 phase change amount can be obtained. More specifically, in this modification, the two sets of frequencies f 1 and f2, and 
f 1+Af and f2+Af are generated, and a phase difference for each combination is measured. The number of cycles of the 
phase change is obtained from the two phase differences, and a phase change exceeding 360° is obtained. 
[0036] Let <i>1 and <I>2 be the two phase differences. Let <I>10 and <l>20 be the phase differences for the frequencies 
f 1 and f2 when the density value is zero. Assume that the frequencies f 1 and f2 change as follows in accordance with 

25 a change in density value. 

f1 : <I>10 01 + 27tm (m is 0 or a positive integer) 
f2 : <l>20 02 + 2rcn (n is 0 or a positive integer) 

30 

where m and n are the numbers of cycles. 

[0037] Phase difference change amounts A01 and A0>2 are respectively given by 

A<D1 = 01 + 27cm - q>10 (7) 

35 

A02 = 02 + 27cn - 020 (8) 

Letting p1 and p2 be the phase change rates for the frequencies f 1 and f2, we have 

40 A02 = (p2/p1) • A01 (9) 

[0038] Subtracting the right-hand side of equation (9) from the left-hand side, and substituting equations (7) and (8) 
into equation (9) yield 

45 02 + 27cn - 020 - (p2/p1) • (01 + 2nxx\ - 010) = 0 (10) 

[0039] Actually, since the phase difference measurement value has an error, various values of integers m and n are 
substituted into the left-hand side of equation (10) to obtain a combination of values m and n with which the measure- 
ment value falls within the error allowable range. 
so [0040] On the basis of the values m and n, the phase difference change amounts A01 and A02 are obtained from 
equations (8) and (9), and the density value is calculated. 

[0041] The phase change rates p1 and p2 equal the frequencies f1 and f2 if er' is the same. Since the frequencies f1 
and f2 take relatively close values, er' does not largely change in general. 

[0042] As described above, in the densitometer of this modification, a plurality of microwaves having the same fre- 
55 quency difference are generated by the oscillators 3 and 1 1 serving as microwave sources generate and switched to 
measure a phase difference of 360° or more. When the phase changes beyond 360° , an accurate phase change 
amount can be obtained without using the method in Jpn. Pat. Appln. KOKAI Publication No. 8-82606. 
[0043] According to this modification, even when the density is high, or the tube temporarily empties and is filled with 
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the to-be-measured liquid again, an accurate density value can be measured. 
[0044] This example can also be applied to the shown in FIG. 1 A. 

(Second Embodiment) 

5 

[0045] FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the second embodiment. In the densitometer 
of the second embodiment, a reference terminal 26 is located adjacent to a transmission applicator 7. The reference 
terminal 26 functions as a reference applicator (antenna) for supplying compensation data in place of the fixed refer- 
ence 20 using an attenuator in FIG. 2. 

io [0046] In the second embodiment, the distance from a reception applicator 9 to the input of a microwave circuit 101 
as an electronic circuit can be made almost equal to that from the reference terminal 26 to the input of the microwave 
circuit 1 01 . For this reason, fixed reference data obtained from the reference terminal 26 can compensate for the phase 
delay due to the cables to the transmission applicator 7 and reception applicator 9. By compensating for the phase 
delay, any phase variation due to temperature change can be removed, and accurate measurement can be performed. 

is [0047] In the above-described example, a fixed reference using an attenuator is used. When the temperature of the 
cable changes, an error may occur. More specifically, in the above-described prior art, since the phase changes due to 
a change in temperature in the circuit, a phase difference <i>R passing through the fixed reference is measured and sub- 
tracted from a phase difference OV to compensate for the phase change. 

[0048] In the second embodiment, however, the reference terminal 26 functioning as a reference applicator (antenna) 
20 is placed adjacent to the transmission applicator 7, and a signal received by this reference terminal is used as a fixed 
reference. A switch 6 is connected to the reference terminal 26 side to measure the phase difference <DR through the 
fixed reference. When the phase difference 0>R is subtracted from the phase difference 4>V, the error can be compen- 
sated for. 

[0049] In the second embodiment, as the reference terminal 26, an applicator for receiving a radio wave from the 
25 transmission applicator 7 is used. However, an applicator different from the transmission applicator 7 may be prepared 
to receive part of the power to be received by the transmission applicator 7. 

[0050] As described above, in the densitometer of the second embodiment, a phase difference relative to fixed refer- 
ence is measured and compensated for. Hence, even when the phase changes due to a change in temperature in the 
circuit, the density value can be accurately measured. 
30 [0051] The second embodiment can also be applied to the prior art shown in FIG. 1 A. 

(Third Embodiment) 

[0052] FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the third embodiment. The same reference 
35 numerals as in FIG. 2 denote the same parts in FIG. 6, and a detailed description thereof will be omitted: only different 
portions will be described below. In the third embodiment, the mixer 14 portion in the above embodiments is replaced 
by a frequency mixing section 28. The frequency mixing section 28 provides reference signals 13 with a plurality of 
phases. In this embodiment, two microwaves 90° out of phase with each other are generated and mixed with the meas- 
urement signal by a mixer 14. The two microwaves 90° out of phase are generated by a hybrid 29. A fixed reference 27 
40 uses an attenuator. 

[0053] In the densitometer of the third embodiment, a heterodyne output 15 is obtained by measuring the phase dif- 
ference using microwaves with a plurality of phase values. For this reason, even when runaround or induction from the 
wiring pattern of the circuit occurs, the density value can be accurately measured because the phase difference is 
measured using a plurality of phases and compensated for. 
45 [0054] Since the hybrid 29 as a microwave element used in a portable telephone or the like is easily available, micro- 
waves having a phase difference of 90° or an integer multiple of 90° can be easily generated. 

[0055] More specifically, in phase measurement of this embodiment as shown in FIGS. 7A and 7B, heterodyne out- 
puts 0FB-I and 9FB-Q which are 90° out of phase are obtained. A phase difference 0>l between the signal eFB-l and a 
reference signal 6REF, and a phase difference <rO between the signal 9FB-Q and the reference signal 8REF are meas- 
so ured. A phase difference measuring section 18 calculates the average value d> = (4>l + 4>Q)/2 as a phase difference 
for density value calculation. 

[0056] In this scheme, assume that the phase of the microwave which has passed through the liquid to be measured 
changes 360° from a certain reference. FIG. 7C shows typical characteristics of an error in the phase d> measured by 
experiments. Because of the disturbance as a fixed phase due to runaround or induction from the wiring pattern of the 
55 circuit, the phase differences 4>l and OQ have nonlinear errors of sine components. However, the errors are canceled 
in the phase <D obtained by averaging the phase differences <DI and 0>Q, so the phase <D has good linearity. 
[0057] In the third embodiment, two phases different by 90° are used. Alternatively, two phases different by 180° or 
four phases of 0° , 90° , 180° , and 270° may be used for measurement. 
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[0058] In the third embodiment, the phase of the reference signal is changed. A scheme of changing the phase of the 
reception signal may be used. Alternatively, two circuits may be prepared for 0° and 90° , respectively. 
[0059] As described above, the densitometer of this embodiment measures density value by measuring the phase 
difference using a plurality of phases and compensating for the phase difference. Hence, even when runaround or 
5 induction from the wiring pattern of the circuit occurs, the density value can be accurately measured. This scheme is 
particularly effective when the power of the received microwave is small. 

[0060] Since phases with a phase difference of 90° or an integer multiple of 90° are generated, the circuit can be eas- 
ily realized using the hybrid 29. 

io (Fourth Embodiment) 

[0061] FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a densitometer according to the fourth embodiment. A transmission appli- 
cator 30 has a function of sending a linearly or circularly polarized microwave. A reception applicator 31 has a second 
terminal 32. A switch 33 in the state shown in FIG. 8 is connected to the second terminal 32 side. When a linearly polar- 

75 ized wave is transmitted, a microwave in phase with the transmitted microwave, and a microwave in phase quadrature 
with the in-phase microwave are received. When a circularly polarized wave is transmitted, a microwave in the same 
rotation direction as that of the transmitted microwave, and a microwave in the reverse direction of the transmitted 
microwave are received. A microwave circuit 103 has substantially the same arrangement as in FIG. 1 . 
[0062] When the medium is a liquid to be measured, and the liquid to be measured contains bubbles, the microwave 

20 is reflected by the bubbles to change the direction of the plane of polarization or the direction of rotation. The multiple- 
reflected microwave is received by the second terminal 32. 

[0063] The amount of the multiple-reflected microwave has positive correlation with the amount of bubbles. A calcu- 
lating section 19 calculates the amount of bubbles from the two signals and compensates for the phase measurement 
value. 

25 [0064] In the densitometer of the fourth embodiment with the above arrangement, a linearly or circularly polarized 
microwave is sent. When a linearly polarized wave is transmitted, a microwave in phase with the transmitted microwave, 
and a microwave in phase quadrature with the in-phase microwave are received. When a circularly polarized wave is 
transmitted, microwaves in the same rotation direction as that of the transmitted microwave, and a microwave in the 
reverse direction of the transmitted microwave are detected. In addition, the amount of bubbles is calculated on the 

30 basis of the two signals to correct the phase measurement value. Even when the liquid to be measured has bubbles, 
the amount of bubbles is measured, and the influence of bubbles is compensated for. Hence, the density value can be 
accurately measured. 

[0065] The reflection amount of a linearly or circularly polarized wave can be measured as the intensity of the micro- 
wave detected by the second terminal 32 of the reception applicator 31 . When the amount of bubbles, the intensity of 
35 the microwave, and the characteristics of phase change are obtained in advance, the amount of bubbles can be meas- 
ured to compensate for the influence of bubbles on the phase. 

[0066] A more detailed description will be made below. The transmission applicator 30 and reception applicator 31 
have a common portion. FIG. 9A shows the basic arrangement of an applicator. Referring to FIG. 9A, a substrate 34 is 
formed from a dielectric material. A pattern 35 is a square solid pattern on the upper surface side and is formed from a 
40 thin metal film. The length of one side is 7J2 {X is the wavelength of a microwave to be used). The wavelength X is short- 
ened to 1 / Ve r compared to that in vacuum because the pattern is on the substrate 34. The pattern 35 also has termi- 
nals 36 and 37. 

[0067] The terminal 36 is on the lower side of the center of the pattern 35 and is separated from the center by about 
1/3 the distance between the center and each side. The terminal 37 is on the right side of the center of the pattern 35 
45 and is separated from the center by about 1/3 the distance between the center and each side. 

[0068] A pattern 38 is a solid ground pattern (thin metal film) on the lower surface side and has holes for passing the 
leads from the terminals 36 and 37. 

[0069] The transmission applicator 30 and reception applicator 31 are set such that their terminals 36 and 37 accu- 
rately oppose each other (lines connecting the centers of the applicators and the terminals 36 are parallel). 

so [0070] When a linearly polarized wave is to be sent from the transmission applicator 30, power need be fed to only 
the terminal 36 without setting the terminal 37. When a circularly polarized wave is to be sent from the transmission 
applicator 30, a hybrid 40 generates, from a transmitted microwave 39, a microwave 41 and a microwave 42 which is 
90° out of phase, as shown in FIG. 9B. The microwave 41 is fed to the terminal 36, and the microwave 42 is fed to the 
terminal 37. The hybrid 40 has four terminals. The remaining terminal terminates into at a terminating resistor 43. 

55 [0071 ] When a linearly polarized wave is used, the plane of polarization of the microwave reflected by an object in the 
to-be-measured liquid and received is different from that of the transmitted microwave. The reception applicator 31 
receives a component having the same plane of polarization as that of the transmitted microwave at the terminal 36, 
and a component having a plane of polarization in phase quadrature with the transmitted microwave at the terminal 37. 
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In this case, the terminal 37 corresponds to the second terminal 32. 

[0072] When a circularly polarized wave is used, the direction of rotation of the circularly polarized microwave 
reflected by an object in the to-be-measured liquid and received is reverse to that of the transmitted microwave. More 
specifically, as shown in FIG. 9C, the reception applicator 31 synthesizes, through a hybrid 44, the microwaves received 
s at the terminals 36 and 37. Not to change the rotation direction, FIG. 9C is illustrated as a perspective view. 

[0073] Assume that a microwave with a phase delay of 90° with respect to the microwave to the terminal 36 is fed to 
the terminal 37, as shown in FIG. 9B. When a wave in the same rotation direction as that of the transmitted microwave 
is received, the phase on the terminal 37 side delays by 90° from that on the terminal 36 side. 

[0074] When a wave in the reverse rotation direction is received, the phase on the terminal 36 side delays by 90° from 

10 that on the terminal 37 side. 

[0075] When a wave in the same rotation direction as that of the transmitted microwave is synthesized by the hybrid 
44, the two microwaves add up because they are in phase. When a wave in the reverse rotation direction is synthesized, 
the two microwaves cancel each other because they have a phase difference of 180° . Therefore, only a wave in the 
same rotation direction as that of the transmitted microwave is output from a terminal 45. 

15 [0076] Conversely, a terminal 46 outputs only the wave in the reverse direction as the two microwaves add up. In this 
case, the terminal 46 corresponds to the second terminal 32. 

[0077] As described above, in the fourth embodiment, the densitometer using microwaves measures the amount of 
bubbles and compensates for the influence of bubbles. Even when the liquid to be measured has bubbles, the density 
value can be accurately measured. 


(Fifth Embodiment) 

[0078] FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a densitometer using microwaves according to the fifth embodiment. The 
same reference numerals as in FIG. 4 denote the same parts in FIG. 10, and a detailed description thereof will be omit- 

25 ted: only different portions will be described below. In a microwave circuit 1 04 of the fifth embodiment, a heterodyne out- 
put 15 is controlled by a variable gain amplifier 47. The voltage of the heterodyne output 15 is measured by a voltage 
measuring section 48. On the basis of the measured value, the gain of the variable gain amplifier 47 is controlled to 
obtain a predetermined amplitude level for the heterodyne output 15 on the measurement side. 
[0079] In the densitometer of the fifth embodiment, a predetermined amplitude is obtained for the output by the vari- 

30 able gain amplifier 47. Even when the microwave largely attenuates due to the temperature or conductivity of the liquid 
to be measured, the switching time of a comparator 16 does not change in accordance with a change in amplitude. 
Hence, no error is generated. 

[0080] When the measurement signal level is low, the signal can be amplified to improve the S/N ratio. For this reason, 
the density value can be accurately measured. 
35 [0081] As described above, in the densitometer of the fifth embodiment, the mixed signal is controlled to a predeter- 
mined level. Even when the microwave largely attenuates due to the temperature or conductivity of the liquid to be 
measured, no error occurs. When the measurement signal level is low, the signal can be amplified to improve the S/N 
ratio. Hence, the density value can be accurately measured. 

40 (Sixth Embodiment) 

[0082] FIG. 1 1 is a block diagram showing a densitometer using microwaves according to the sixth embodiment. The 
same reference numerals as in FIG. 4 denote the same parts in FIG. 1 1 , and a detailed description thereof will be omit- 
ted: only different portions will be described below. A microwave circuit 49 is stored in a case 49'. A case thermometer 
45 50 is set in the case 49'. The case thermometer 50 measures the case temperature. When the case temperature is 
equal to or smaller than a predetermined value, a heater controlling circuit 51 and heater 52 provided in the case 49' 
control the case temperature to a predetermined value. 

[0083] When the circuit temperature is equal to or smaller than a predetermined value due to internal heat generation 
of the microwave circuit 49 or ambient temperature, a calculating section 19 corrects the measured value using a pre- 
so determined correction value. 

[0084] In the densitometer of the sixth embodiment, the circuit temperature is controlled or corrected to a predeter- 
mined value. Even when the ambient temperature changes, a change in phase due to a change in circuit temperature 
can be prevented, and the density value can be accurately measured. 

[0085] In addition, the low-temperature state upon power-on can be quickly changed to a stable state. 
55 [0086] A circuit for cooling the device when the temperature increases becomes complex and is hard to control. Also, 
cooling components are expensive. However, since the calculating section 19 corrects the measured value, a simple 
circuit can be realized at low cost. 


20 


BNSDOCID: <EP 09908S7A2 I > 


9 


EP 0 990 887 A2 

(Seventh Embodiment) 

[0087] FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing a densitometer using microwaves according to the seventh embodiment. 
The same reference numerals as in FIG. 4 denote the same parts in FIG. 12, and a detailed description thereof will be 
5 omitted: only different portions will be described below. In a microwave circuit 105 of this embodiment, on the basis of 
the signal level measured by a voltage measuring section 48 and the temperature measured by a thermometer 53, the 
temperature of the liquid to be measured and a change in phase due to the signal level are corrected, thereby calculat- 
ing the density value. 

[0088] Additionally, the conductivity of the liquid to be measured and the phase correction value are calculated from 
io the signal level and the temperature of the liquid to be measured, and a change in phase due to the conductivity is cor- 
rected, thereby calculating the density value. 

[0089] Phase calculation including correction calculation have a large number of variables, and the relationships 
between phases and the variables are difficult to formulate. Hence, these calculations are implemented by a neural net- 
work 54 as a correction value calculation means. With the learning function of the neural network 54, the variables and 
15 actual density value and temperature are set by actual measurement and learned, thereby performing phase calcula- 
tion and correction calculation. 

[0090] In the densitometer of this embodiment, the conductivity of the liquid to be measured and the phase correction 
value are calculated on the basis of the level of the received signal and the temperature of the liquid to be measured. 
Even when the microwave largely attenuates due to the temperature or conductivity of the liquid to be measured, or the 
20 phase of the microwave changes in accordance with the temperature of the liquid to be measured, the density value 
can be accurately measured. 

[0091] More specifically, when the conductivity of the liquid to be measured changes because of, e.g., salt mixing into 
the liquid, an attenuation rate a largely changes, as represented by equations (2) and (4). 

[0092] When the temperature of the liquid to be measured changes, a relative permittivity sr changes. The tempera- 
25 ture is measured and corrected using a predetermined value, thereby correcting the density value. 
[0093] A phase difference A6 is given by 


AG = {02 - k(T - TO) - y(E - E0)} - 9 1 (11) 


30 where 


62 : phase of liquid to be measured 

61 : phase of reference water in measurement 

k : liquid temperature correction coefficient 

35 T : liquid temperature 

TO : temperature of reference water 

y : conductivity correction coefficient 

E : attenuation amount by substance to be measured 

E0 : attenuation amount by reference water 

40 

[0094] A density value X is given by 

X = axAe + b (12) 

45 where a is a constant of proportionality, and b is the bias. 

[0095] As described above, when the conductivity changes, the attenuation rate a largely changes. A change in rel- 
ative permittivity er also influences the attenuation rate a. For this reason, y in equation (1 1) is selected from a table pre- 
pared in accordance with a change in er. 

[0096] The phase difference AO is obtained on the basis of equation (11), and the density value is calculated from 

so equation (12) using a and b obtained in advance. 

[0097] When the correction value is calculated by the neural network 54, correction calculation can be easily realized. 
[0098] As described above, in the seventh embodiment, the densitometer using microwaves corrects a change in 
phase due to changes in temperature and conductivity of the liquid to be measured and a change in signal level. Even 
when the microwave largely attenuates due to the temperature or conductivity of the liquid to be measured, or the phase 

55 of the microwave changes depending on the temperature of the liquid to be measured, the density value can be accu- 
rately measured. 

[0099] Since the neural network 54 calculates the correction value, correction calculation can be easily realized. 
[0100] In addition to the above-described embodiments, an appropriate combination of the plurality of embodiments 
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can realize a higher-performance densitometer using microwaves. 
[0101 ] As has been described above, according to the densitometer of the present invention, even when the temper- 
ature or conductivity of the liquid to be measured changes, the temperature in the device changes, runaround or induc- 
tion of the microwave occurs, bubbles are generated, or a thick tube is used, the density value of a to-be-measured 
5 substance such as a solid or suspension matter in the to-be- measured liquid can be accurately measured. 

Claims 

1 . A densitometer using microwaves, comprising an applicator section (7, 8) set in a tube (8) for flowing a to-be-meas- 
10 ured liquid (8A) containing a to-be-measured substance, said applicator section (7, 8) transmitting/receiving a 
microwave in/from the to-be-measured liquid (8), a microwave circuit section (100, 101, 102) for generating a micro- 
wave having a predetermined frequency and to be transmitted/received by said applicator section (7, 8) and meas- 
uring a phase difference between the microwave that has passed through the to-be-measured liquid (8A) and a 
microwave that has not passed through the to-be-measured liquid (8A), and a calculating section (19) for calculat- 
15 ing a density value of the to-be-measured substance in the to-be-measured liquid (8A) on the basis of the phase 
difference from said microwave circuit section (100, 101,1 02), 
characterized in that said microwave circuit section (100, 101, 102) comprising 

measurement microwave generating means (3) for generating a measurement microwave to be transmitted to 
20 a to-be-measured fluid (8 A) flowing through a measurement tube (8), 

reference microwave generating means (1 1) for generating a reference microwave having a frequency different 
from that of the measurement microwave, 

microwave mixing means (14) for mixing a reception signal obtained by receiving the measurement microwave 
transmitted to the to-be-measured fluid (8A) with the reference microwave. 
25 phase reference signal generating means (1) for generating a phase reference signal, and 

phase difference measuring means (18) for comparing a phase of an output from said microwave mixing 
means (14) with that of the phase reference signal from said phase reference signal generating means (1) to 
measure a phase difference. 

30 2. A densitometer according to claim 1 , characterized in that said phase reference signal generating means (1) sup- 
plies the phase reference signal to said measurement microwave generating means (3) and said reference micro- 
wave generating means (1 1) as a reference signal for microwave generation. 

3. A densitometer according to claim 1 , characterized in that each of said measurement microwave generating means 
35 (3) and said reference microwave generating means (1 1) comprises a phase-locked loop circuit for generating the 

microwave in synchronism with the phase reference signal from said phase reference signal generating means (1). 

4. A densitometer according to claim 1 , characterized in that said phase difference measuring means (1 8) calculates 
a phase 0>1 between a leading edge of an output from said microwave mixing means (14) and a leading edge of 

40 the phase reference signal from said phase reference signal generating means (1) and a phase o>2 between the 
leading edge of the output from said microwave mixing means (1 4) and a trailing edge of the phase reference signal 
from said phase reference signal generating means (1), and (<I>1 + <l>2)/2 is used as the phase difference. 

5. A densitometer according to claim 1 , characterized in that each of said measurement microwave generating means 
45 (3) and said reference microwave generating means (11) has means for generating a plurality of measurement or 

reference microwaves having different frequencies, and 

said phase difference measuring means (18) measures phase differences in accordance with the measure- 
ment and reference microwaves having different frequencies, which are generated by said measurement 
so microwave generating means (3) and said reference microwave generating means (1 1), to measure a phase 

difference not less than 360° . 

6. A densitometer according to claim 1, characterized in that said applicator section (7. 9, 20) comprises a transmis- 
sion applicator (7). a reception applicator (9). and a reference applicator (20) near said transmission applicator (7), 

55 a transmission microwave transmitted from said transmission applicator (7) is received by said reference applicator 
(8), and the received signal is used to compensate for an error in the phase difference. 

7. A densitometer according to claim 1, characterized in that said reference microwave generating means (11, 29) 
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comprises means (29) for generating a plurality of reference microwaves having different phases, 

said microwave mixing means (14) comprises means (14) for mixing the reception signal obtained by receiving 
the measurement microwave transmitted to the to-be-measured fluid (8) with each of the plurality of reference 
microwaves having different phases, and 

said phase difference measuring means (18) comprises means for comparing a phase of each output from 
said plurality of microwave mixing means (14) with the phase of the phase reference signal from said phase 
reference signal generating means (22, 23A, 24) to measure the phase difference. 

A densitometer according to claim 1 , characterized in that in that said reference microwave generating means (11, 
29) includes a microwave element (29) for generating a plurality of microwaves having phases different by a prede- 
termined angle. 


9. A densitometer according to claim 8, characterized in that said microwave element (29) comprises a hybrid (29). 
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